February 2022 Social Action Opportunities
Sponsored by Broomfield United Methodist Women
There is so much to be done in the world that it can feel overwhelming. But social justice begins the
moment you decide you want to change the world for the better. Whether you contribute to a food
drive, call your Senator, or educate yourself by watching a short video, you’re taking action.
Please use this newsletter as a resource to learn about the things that matter most to you. Judy has
made it a lot easier to find what you need. And if you need help - or know people who do - this
newsletter can provide some ideas as well.
If something strikes you as especially important or interesting, please share with friends or share a link
on your social media pages.

For inspiration & ideas on how you can make a difference, check out this link: Why should I get involved
in Social Issues? It provides a roadmap to get you started.

And if you need a spot of inspiration right now, here’s a video by Sir Ken Robinson on how we
can unite: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=QU4Q17t4muY
Take good care and God Bless.
- Ari E. Shaffer

----- Highlights! -----------

JOIN US FOR A MOVIE NIGHT!
●

Join Students & Adults for “The Hate You Give” movie, pizza, and discussion on 2/20

Climate Justice
●

Feb. Mission U on Climate Justice

●

Urge your Senators to prioritize climate in the Build Back Better Act

Racial Justice

●

Interrupt the School-to-Prison pipeline

●

Japanese American History Webinar

Other Social Justice
●

Support Afghan Refugees

●

Justice Talks

●

NAMI Peer to Peer counseling (find information at the end of this newsletter)

Quick Link to Action Items
------------ Broomfield United Methodist Church ---● Resources for Marshall Fire survivors: We continue to grieve with those impacted by the Marshall
Fire. If you, or someone you know needs help, contact Pastor Thomas Cross at 720-880-5221 (office)
or 303-501-7313 (cell). We want to support you now and as you rebuild.
o Information is changing rapidly. The Boulder County Disaster Assistance Center in Lafayette
closed on Jan. 22, as response shifts to longer term recovery. Those who have been
impacted can still get assistance and information online at www.boco.org/MarshallFire, and
additional targeted outreach and support will occur for community members who need help
with recovery. The jointly located federal/state Disaster Recovery Center at 1755 S. Public
Road in Lafayette, including Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) and the U.S.
Small Business Administration (SBA) along with multiple state agencies will continue to
operate in the south half of the building. Hours will remain 9:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. daily until
further notice.
● Resources for Marshall Fire Volunteers: If you would like to volunteer to be part of Broomfield
UMC's volunteer response team, please contact the church office at hello@broomfieldumc.org.
o Colorado Responds is coordinating efforts to help with local agencies and the state. Sign up
for their Colorado Responds E-newsletter for continued updates. Visit the Colorado
Responds Website for current details
o Broomfield UMC is accepting donations to meet the areas of greatest need by those
impacted. Donate here and choose "Marshall Fire Fund."
o Broomfield UMC is now accepting donations for our partner, A Precious
Child. Only new items will be accepted. Please check A Precious Child's

website for needed items as they update it regularly. Drop off at church outside the Chapel.
o Broomfield UMC is accepting gift cards for church families that were directly impacted by
the fire. Please bring gifts cards in any amount to the church office, M-Th 8:30-4:30, Fri
8:30-3pm. After hours place in the drop box outside the church office doors. Suggested
cards: Target, Walmart, King Soopers, Safeway, Amazon, and area restaurants.

------------ Other Broomfield UMC Service Opportunities ---------● Racial Justice: Broomfield UMC Student Ministries, United Methodist Women, and our Let’s Talk
About Racism Small Group invite you to join us for a movie followed by pizza and small group
discussions on Sunday, February 20 from 5:00 PM to 8:30 PM. We will be watching The Hate U Give |
Official Trailer [HD] | 20th Century FOX - YouTube in the chapel followed by pizza in Fellowship Hall.
ALL ARE WELCOME. RSVP to Mike Orr (Mike.Orr@broomfieldumc.org) by 2/18.
● Climate Justice: Green Team – Volunteer opportunities: The time is ripe to
revitalize our church’s Green Team. We just need a few people to organize the
effort. To volunteer, contact: Judy McGoogan jmcgoogan@yahoo.com or 303
325-7862.
● Days for Girls & Birthing kits: Contact Laurie Kiel (lkiel99@gmail.com or 303 324-2526) to help with
making these or for info about donating supplies. They need flannel material in bright colors 1 yard
square.
● Project Valentine: is on hold for now, but we are still stockpiling dish cloths for the future. If you
enjoy crocheting or knitting with yarn , break out your knitting needles or crochet hooks and consider
lending a hand and even recruit any friends who may be interested. For more info, contact Sherry
Schaurtau (sas442@juno.com).
● Broomfield FISH - Volunteer - BroomField FISH
● Precious Child: Please check A Precious Child's website for needed items as they update it regularly.
Drop off at church outside the Chapel. Sign up online to Volunteer – A Precious Child

--- Mountain Sky Conference & Peaks Pikes Peak District --------● Climate Justice: Mission U: 4 Consecutive Sundays - February 6, 14, 21, 27 from
2:00 - 4:30 p.m. Join the Rev. Waveland King for a no-cost Mission U virtual study
that uses Climate Justice: A Call to Hope and Action to deepen your understanding
and awareness of climate change and its impact on God's creation. The study
highlights justice, peace, and integrity of creation as important dimensions of
partnering in God's mission today. It offers participants biblical, theological, and
ethical insights as the basis of their advocacy on climate justice in churches and in

the public sphere. Mission U is hosted by the Mountain Sky Conference United Methodist Women and
the Conference Mission & Justice Team. Men and women are encouraged to participate!

Register for Mission U here

● Climate Justice: The Build Back Better Act has passed the House and now moves to the Senate. Please
contact your Senators to prioritize climate justice in the BBB Act and encourage five friends to do the
same. Both United Methodist Women and Church and Society have action alerts available to easily
connect with your Senators or you can find your Senators contact information here. We urge you to go
to these links and contact your Senators today.
o Tell Senate to prioritize climate justice in the Build Back Better Act
o Tell the US Senate to Act Now for Climate Justice
● Climate Justice: Bishop Karen Oliveto approved the formation of a Creation
Justice Task Force on Earth Day, April 24, 2021. The task force was charged
with building a resource and community in the Mountain Sky Conference to
support local churches and move us all forward to greater stewardship of
our natural world. To consider ways in which you and your church can all
participate in caring for God’s creation, please click here to view the Creation
Care Church Initiative and learn about ways you can start a green team at
your church. And stay tuned for information on 2022 grants that will be given to local churches to help
with green projects. Explore the Creation Justice webpage for more info and reach out to the Creation
Justice Team with any questions, ideas, or insights you might have at creationjustice@mtnskyumc.org.
● Social Justice: Mtn Sky Wildfire Disaster Response We grieve with those who have lost so much in the
Marshall Fire. We give thanks for the ways United Methodists in the area stepped in to provide shelter
and support in the midst of the crisis. Our Conference has provided disaster supplies, emotional and
spiritual care support and cash donations for the survivors. This is at the heart of who we are as United
Methodists: we know our faith is meant to be lived out in acts of compassion and mercy.

Donate to the Conference Disaster Fund here →
Please choose Conference Designated Giving and drop down to Disaster Response Fund.

Social Justice: Mtn Sky Early Response Teams: Many of you are
interested in helping the people of Boulder physically. Our response
efforts will continue for years, but the need right now is for people who
are trained to listen to survivors and help secure their homes from further
damage. That is exactly why we have Early Response Teams. The
emergency phase of this disaster is wrapping up, so we will soon deploy our Early Response teams. If
you have not taken the basic ERT training, but are interested, watch the conference calendar for
trainings which we plan to offer soon. If you are already trained, but you are approaching your 3 year
anniversary, you should have received an invitation to recertify. In either case, our training focuses on:
o
the basics of disaster response
o
how to work effectively with survivors and the response team
o
skills to help survivors get back into their homes and begin recovery
o
more detail on response to fire disasters
Please visit the Early Response Team website for more detailed information about the program.

●

Social Justice: Mtn Sky Faith in Action and Afghan Arrivals: As Afghans continue to arrive in
Colorado, Montana, and Utah, local churches and community agencies are
working to provide support and aid in ways from donations critical items,
volunteering, and cash donations.
o In Denver, CO, learn how you can give material, money, or time to help in
the effort. Please read more about how to help Afghan arrivals in
Colorado.
o In Missoula & Helena, MT, International Rescue Committee and Soft
Landing - Missoula and Hands on Global provide services such as housing, enrolling children in
school, and job resources.

o In Salt Lake City, UT International Rescue Committee is working alongside communities and
partners to support Afghans living in Utah.
As more individuals and families continue to arrive, we would like to hear from you and how your
congregation is participating in this humanitarian effort. Please contact the Mission Team at
jmulroy@mtnskyumc.org

● Social Justice: UMCOR Support for Afghan Refugees: A commitment to prayer, advocacy, funding, and
hands-on community response will be required in the months and years to come to fill the gap
between refugee arrival and building stability for families. Make gifts online at "UMCOR Global
Migration", More information...
● Racial Justice: The Racial Justice Movement and Ministries Task Force encourages
you to join our conferencewide Book Group. This quarter they are discussing They
Called Us Enemy by George Takei. Register at: Mountain Sky Conference | The
Racial Justice Movement and Ministries Task Force Hosts the Mountain Sky
Conference's 2022 Book Group (mtnskyumc.org) to get a reading schedule, a link to
join a discussion board, and the Zoom link
● Racial Justice: Watch for "Postcards from the Corners", featuring stories and experiences of Mountain
Sky Conference staff member, Betty Nguyen, Multicultural and Advocacy Ministries Developer. Last
summer, Betty visited congregations, clergy and laity throughout our conference, capturing stories of
our diversity -- while also exploring how alike we really are and how through conversation, we can learn
to belong together, to grow as one conference. Stay tuned for a three-part series from Betty and
team. Watch Teaser Trailer on YouTube
● Racial Justice: Share Your Stories - The Racial Justice Movement and Ministries (RJMM) team is seeking
historical accounts surrounding racial justice and White supremacy in the geographic
area of the Mountain Sky Annual Conference from the local church level up to the
Annual Conference. Our Methodist history is bound up with tragic occurrences of
violence, exploitation, and genocide that can be traced to the power of white
supremacy, xenophobia, and racism in our nation's history and we need your help in
more deeply understanding these stories. More information may be found HERE.

● Racial Justice: Engaging History Past and Present: Japanese American History and What Does it Means
for Us Today - Wednesday, February 9th at 6:30 PM MST - Virtual on Zoom
- Guest Panelists: Sheila Newlin, Marge Taniwaki, Jackie Tono.
February 19th is recognized as The Day of Remembrance (DOR) in
observance of the internment of Japanese Americans during World War II.
Our panelists will be sharing their personal and their family's experiences.
In addition, we will be learning about the Resisters and the 442nd Infantry
Regiment. We will end our time together learning about what this history

means for us today. You are invited to attend this important conversation, leading us to a deeper
understanding of the DOR and its significance. Read more HERE. Please Register HERE
● Social Justice: SAVE THE DATES: Lent 2022: Just Love series returns on Sundays
through Lent beginning March 6, 5:30 - 6:45 pm. Just Love is a Lenten Series that
explores social justice issues and challenges participants to live in faith, act with
courage, and work for justice so that all may have an abun dant life. Our hope
through this series is that we will be better equipped as individuals to contribute to
just solutions. Learn more about Just Love here.
Register for Just Love here →

---

Other United Methodist Social Action Opportunities

-----

● Climate Justice From United Methodist Women: Breathe Again: Healthy Air is Health Care - Join UMW
and other partner groups to learn skills to lead your community to act on air pollution, climate justice,
and public health. Friday's Day of Action will provide an opportunity to participate in collective action.
February 17 & 18, 2022 from 10 am-12:30 pm MT. Register here. This registration is different from
their monthly webinars and is in partnership with other organizations. They will be back to the third
Wednesday of the month schedule on Wednesday March 16 at 1 pm MT.
● Climate Justice From United Methodist Women: Continue to tell
Senate to prioritize climate justice in the Build Back Better Act! You
can use this link: https://p2a.co/fpd9ujd or text UMW Climate to
52886 To see real-world benefits, go to
Build-Back-Better-Act-factsheet.pdf (sierraclub.org)

● Racial Justice From United Methodist Women: Interrupt the School to
Prison Pipeline by supporting The Counseling Not Criminalization in Schools
Act (H.R.4011/S.2125). Contact your Legislators using this link: Counseling
Not Criminalization in Schools (p2a.co)

● Climate Justice: From UMC Creation Justice Movement: The Seven Part Skill Building Workshop Series
continues. Its goal is to build and strengthen the impact of Annual Conference Creation Justice Teams.
The fifth workshop will be on Monday, February 7 at 12:00 noon CT. This session will be about How to
Structure Your Annual Conference Creation Justice Ministry. Register for this session >> HERE For
details and recordings of completed Workshops, go online here.
● Climate Justice From Global Ministries: Loving People and Planet
If you’d like to take action within your local congregation and community, sign up for the on-line Loving
People and Planet series Feb 20–Mar 10, 2022 and/or apply for the Spring Global Ministries
EarthKeepers Training March 18–April 2, 2022 and Summer Global Ministries EarthKeepers Training July
28 – August 11, 2022
● Social Justice: From UMC Global Board of Church and Society:
Download their Civic Engagement Toolkit at Creating Change
Together • GBCS (umcjustice.org)
o Easily contact your Federal legislators urging them to act on issues
related to Environmental Justice, Health & Wholeness, Civil &
Human Rights, Peace with Justice, and Economic Justice at Take
Action • GBCS (umcjustice.org)
Learn more at: Advocacy • GBCS (umcjustice.org)

---- Other Social Action Opportunities --------● Climate/Racial Justice: From Interfaith Power and Light: The theme of 2022’s Faith Climate Action
Week is “Sacred Trust: Our children’s right to a livable future.” We will examine our responsibility to
safeguard our Earth for future generations, and how our faiths call us to respond with bold and just
solutions to the climate crisis. Click here to reserve a copy of your 2022 Faith Climate Action Week
kit today.
● Social Justice: From Interfaith Power and Light:
Letters to the editor are the most widely read
section of the news. Elected officials pay particular
attention to them. Send a letter to the editor today!
This link makes it easy to send a letter to your local
paper.
● Social Justice: From Colorado Refugee Connect: (CRC) is a collaborative endeavor led by the area
Resettlement Agencies – Lutheran Family Services, International Rescue Committee, and African
Community Center - alongside the Colorado Refugee Services Program. Their mission is to create a
flourishing Colorado by connecting refugee & welcoming communities through opportunities to learn,
engage, and celebrate. The situation for families fleeing Afghanistan is changing every day and there is

close coordination between federal, state, and local entities to work collaboratively to support new
Afghan families as they arrive. Colorado’s three resettlement agencies are working overtime right now
to support Afghans and prepare for future arrivals. Visit the Refugee Resettlement Page for details on
how to help.
● Social Justice: From National Alliance for Mental Illness: In Crisis? Colorado Crisis Services provides
confidential and immediate support 24/7/365. If you are in crisis or need help dealing with one, call this
toll-free number, 844.493.8255 (TALK), to speak to a trained professional. You can chat one-to-one
online at: www.Foundation2CrisisChat.org. Online & texting chats are available from 9am-3pm M-F. All
contacts are confidential. See NAMI - Boulder County’s full list of programs and events

Summary of ACTION ITEMS

●

Action Items to respond to the Marshall Fire:
o See Colorado Responds Website to learn the latest about donations and volunteers
o Donate to BUMC Marshall Fire Fund here. Or bring gift cards to the church office.
o Contribute to Love your neighbor food drive: Jan. 30 - Feb. 13
o Drop off new items only from list at A Precious Child's website at church outside the
Chapel.
o Give to the United Methodist Disaster Response Team at
https://giving.ncsservices.org/App/Giving/broomfieldumc
o Check the Early Response Team website for info on ERT Training

●

Action Items to Advance Just Energy for All:
o
o
o
o

●

Register for 2022 Mission U - Climate Justice (brtapp.com) 4 Sundays in Feb.
Tell Senate to prioritize climate justice in the Build Back Better Act
Tell the US Senate to Act Now for Climate Justice
Contact Judy McGoogan (jmcgoogan@yahoo.com or 303 325-7862 if you are interested
in Revitalizing our church’s Green Team.

Action Items to Advance Racial Justice:
o RSVP to Mike.Orr@broomfieldumc.org by 2/18 for movie “The Hate You Give”
o Register HERE for Japanese American History and What Does it Mean for Us Today
o Ask your Legislators to support Counseling Not Criminalization in Schools (p2a.co)

●

Other Action Items:
o Contact Laurie Kiel (lkiel99@gmail.com or 303 324-2526) for info about donating
supplies for Days for Girls or Birthing Kits.
o Contact Sherry Schaurtau (sas442@juno.com) for info on knitting or crocheting wash
cloths for Project Valentine.
o Support Refugees: Give online at "UMCOR Global Migration" , see how to help Afghan
arrivals in Colorado or visit the Refugee Resettlement Page to learn how to help.

--- UMW PRIORITIES --------Nationally, UMW’s two main priorities for 2021 are:
(1) United Methodist Women - Racial Justice, Mass Incarceration and the Criminalization of
Communities of Color: A United Methodist Women Priority with an emphasis on Interrupting the
School to Prison Pipeline campaign and
(2) United Methodist Women - Be Just. Be Green. Climate Justice, with an emphasis on the Just Energy
for All campaign.

Justice Talks are a great way to feel uplifted and get inspired. There’s a lot going on and a lot we can do.
Here’s the link from last year’s talk: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=O-9q-QpZFSM&t=2631s

NAMI Peer to Peer Education Program
This is a very intensive yet informational course, and you will get a lot out of it. The Peer to
Peer Education Program discusses in detail mental wellness plans and strategies, goal
setting, and a total overall commitment to mental illness and how to thrive with it without

stigma, judgment, blame or shame. It's free and it is a fantastic way to occupy your time
with others in a positive and progressive setting.
It does require a commitment every Tuesday during the Connection's group, but it's well
worth it if you can make the time. We hope to see you there!

Rural Ministry Workshop

First UMC of Limon, CO
Rural ministry brings joys and challenges to those involved in it. Join speaker Brad
Roth as we explore the challenges and spiritual resources found in rural ministry.
This event will include a conversation with clergy around sustaining ministry in the
rural church on Sunday evening, February 6, and a conversation with both clergy and
laity on community relationships, vitality, and hope on Monday, February 7. Anyone
from the Mountain Sky Conference is welcome to attend this in-person event.
Please reach out to the Rev. Sarah Rettig at srettig@mtnskyumc.org or call
303-256-9533 to RSVP or with any questions.

Please join the next Vital Conversation on Thursday, February 17, 2022, at 11:30 am (MST)
as we welcome the Rev. Rebecca M. David Hensley who will discuss what whiteness is and
how and why we need to talk about it in the church. Read more about this Vital Conversation
HERE.

The Racial Justice Movement and Ministries (RJMM) team is seeking historical
accounts surrounding racial justice and White supremacy in the geographic area of
the Mountain Sky Annual Conference from the local church level up to the Annual
Conference. Our Methodist history is bound up with tragic occurrences of violence,
exploitation, and genocide that can be traced to the power of white supremacy,
xenophobia, and racism in our nation's history and we need your help in more deeply
understanding these stories. More information may be found HERE.

For more information on UMW Social Action initiatives at Broomfield UMC, please reach out to
Judy McGoogan at jmcgoogan@yahoo.com or 303 325-7862.

